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The City of Cape Town will conduct an ecological burn at the Rondevlei section of the False Bay Nature 

Reserve in May 2017 

 

Approximately 10 ha will be burned on the northern and eastern shores of the Rondevlei section. This will 

affect residents living in Zeekoevlei and Grassy Park. Importantly, the actual date of the burn is dependent on 

weather conditions. The City will use recycled water to take out smouldering coals if needed, but we will 

keep this to the bare minimum. 

 

Staff from False Bay Nature Reserve and other City reserves, along with the City’s Fire and Rescue Services 

section, will assist with the burn. 

 

False Bay Nature Reserve staff will ensure that the procedure is conducted efficiently and safely. Fire-breaks 

have been maintained and widened where necessary, and firefighting equipment and fire hydrants have 

been tested to make sure that everything is in working order. 

 

As stated above, the actual date of the burn is dependent on weather conditions, but all required burning 

permits have been obtained from the City’s Air Pollution section, Fire and Rescue Services and the 

subcouncil. Fire and Rescue Services has conducted the required pre-inspection of the area. 

 

For safety reasons, the reserve will be closed to the public on the day of burning and surrounding residents 

are advised to please keep their windows shut while burning takes place. 

 

Flammable items, such as gas canisters, should be removed from outside areas and laundry should be taken 

off washing-lines to prevent odour contamination from smoke. 

 

The False Bay Nature Reserve conserves one of the largest remaining areas of the critically endangered 

Cape Flats sand fynbos and Cape Flats dune strandveld. Prescribed ecological burns are crucial for the 

management of this area as fire plays a fundamental role in its lifecycle. 

 

This specific burn is aimed at reducing the nutrient loading in the reedbeds, particularly in burning material 

that has been cut. This reduces the Typha seeds (fluff) that is produced when the plants flower in autumn. If 

cut, material is left behind, the nutrients are liberated and stimulate further reed growth. Reed beds are 

important filters that remove nutrients out of the polluted City water that flows into wetlands. 

 

When reeds burn, it burns out completely and does not leave any smouldering coal or roots. That said, very 

little water will be used and all the water used on the day will be recycled water. 

 

The False Bay Nature Reserve management thanks residents in the area for their understanding and 

cooperation. All residents have a seven day commenting period and refer all enquiries to the contacts 

below. 

 

For further information, please contact False Bay Nature Reserve on Tel: 021 400 3443 or via e-mail to 

Shihabuddeen.Khan@capetown.gov.za or Senior Air Quality Practitioner: Fundiswa Sandi, Tel: 021 590 5211 

Alternative Tel: 021 590 5200, Email: Fundiswa.Sandi@capetown.gov.za  
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